
Brig. Gen. Edward L. “Ed” Bolton  Jr., U.S. Air Force 
 
Brig. Gen. Edward L. "Ed" Bolton Jr. is the Commander, 45th 
Space Wing, and Director Eastern Range, Patrick Air Force 
Base, Fla. He is responsible for the processing and launching 
of U.S. government and commercial satellites from Cape Ca-
naveral Air Force Station, Fla., and is the final approval au-
thority for all launches on the Eastern Range, a 15-million-
square-mile area which supports an average of 20 launches per 
year aboard Delta and Atlas launch vehicles. He also manages 
wing launch and range infrastructure supporting the space 
shuttle and missile test missions.  - Continued inside... 

Message from MSRP President  - Brig. Gen. Ed Bolton Guest Speaker 

Tradition Continues with Pioneers Fall Banquet 
 

    The 2009 Fall Banquet will be held at the Tides on Friday, November 13 at 6:00 PM.   
Our speaker is none other than Brig. General Edward Bolton, Commander of the 45th 
Space Wing and Director of the Eastern Range.  He will speak to us on a favorite sub-
ject….Space-Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.  We look forward to his perspective on 
the Nation’s Space Programs, especially as applies to Space and our national security.  
Please join us for this important meeting and for a good time socializing with other Pio-
neers. Reservation forms are provided on page 3.  The cost is $35 per person. 
    The US Space Program (both the Air Force and NASA) is the engine that feeds our 
local economy. . Unfortunately, we are in a time of uncertainty on the direction of the 
human part of the space program.  With new national priorities and severe funding con-
straints, the original plan to replace Space Shuttle with the new Constellation system, is 
at risk.  The President appointed a blue-ribbon panel to re-assess the original plan for 
sending astronauts to the Moon and on to Mars.  Their preliminary report presents sev-
eral options for a new direction but none of these options would prevent major local 
workforce reductions when Shuttle stops flying in late 2010.  Local agencies are work-
ing overtime  to mitigate this loss by bringing other Space related work to the Space 
Coast and we are assisting their efforts.  As Pioneers, we have seen times like this be-
fore.  We did recover and we will again. 
    Back to partying, the Pioneers have two events each year for the membership and  
friends. These are a Spring Gathering and the Fall Banquet.  Our purpose has remained 
the same, that is…get together with other Pioneers to renew friendships, discuss past 
glories of the Space Program and help “pioneer” the future.  We consider the current 
space initiatives to still be in the Pioneering stage. 
    Come share your stories and memories with friends and fellow pioneers.  Lee Solid 

Pioneers Background: The Missile, Range and Space Pioneers, Inc. were incorporated on 2 November 1966 “To provide 
an opportunity for the people who were involved in the early missile, range, and space activities at Cape Canaveral to social-
ize and renew old acquaintances”. The faces may change but the social nature of the Pioneers remains the same. There are 
approximately 1,000 missile, range and space workers, former workers, and advocates  on the rolls of the Pioneers. 

Missile, Space and Range Pioneers 
Past, Present and Future 

Visit Your Web Site:  www.missileers.org  
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